Macbeth Questions and Quotations
1. Scene one’s setting is a barren heath where the three witches are. There is thunder, lightening, and fog: “Fair is foul, and foul is fair/Hover through fog and filthy air”. This setting matches the battle that is unfolding-grim, confusing, and violent. This sets the stage, then, for the atmosphere of the play.
2. AS Macbeth is named Thane of Cawdor, his inner thoughts are revealed in a series of asides: “two truths are told as happy prologues to the swelling act of the imperial theme...”  Here, the audience sees that the seeds have been planted-Macbeth is ambitious for the crown. Also, he is puzzled: “But how of Cawdor? The Thane of Cawdor lives.” This, of course, creates doubt in Macbeth as to the nature of the prophesy. Finally, the thought of being king “unfixes his hair”. Macbeth, through this aside, reveals that he’s thinking of Duncan’s murder. He is torn between ambition and loyalty.

3. Dramatic irony ex. 1 “But how the Thane of Cawdor? Macbeth, being promised this title by the witches, does not understand the situation. The readers, however, know that the Thane of Cawdor is about to be executed and Macbeth to be given the title instead. This irony helps to create suspense as the audience knows more than Macbeth.

Example 2: Macbeth’s asides-which the other characters cannot hear-reveal his thoughts to the audience. Through this, we can see that the seeds of treason have already been planted: “This supernatural soliciting cannot be good, cannot be ill”. The audience can see his ambition as well as his doubts.

4. In preparing for Duncan’s murder, Macbeth is much more reluctant to make a decision. In fact, he is quite torn. In his soliloquy, “If it were done when ‘tis done...” he outlines the many reasons why he should not kill King Duncan, eventually deciding that they will “proceed no further in this business.” Lady Macbeth, on the other hand, never wavers from her plan to help put Macbeth on the throne. Under the guise of a welcoming hostess, she plots his death, “O never shall sun that morrow see.” When Macbeth refuses to proceed with the plan, she accuses him of being a coward and of breaking his promise. Ultimately, she pushes him toward murder.

5. Lady Macbeth says that the time and place for Duncan’s murder is opportune-the king is staying with them for the night. She then accuses Macbeth of being too cowardly to take advantage of the circumstances. She insists that he “screw his courage to the sticking place”, and follow through with his promise.

Quotes:

1. Fair is foul, and foul is fair 
Hover through the fog and filthy air

Said by the weird sisters, in a chant, to show the theme that it is difficult to tell what is truly good from what is inherently evil. 
2. But  ‘this strange

And oftentimes to win us to our harm...

Said by Banquo to Mabeth as they encounter the weird sisters. 

It’s strange, but often to lead us to our destruction, witches, the instruments of the devil, will win us over with little pieces of truths. Their intentions, however, are evil. It’s a ploy.

3. This supernatural soliciting cannot be good, cannot be ill.

Said by Macbeth in an aside: This supernatural prophesy cannot be bad; cannot be good. If it’s bad, why did they give me news of advancement? If it’s a good think why does the image in my mind make my hair stand on end and my heart beat against my chest with the very thought of it?

4. “The Prince of Cumberland...”

Said by Macbeth  in an aside as he watches Malcolm be awarded the title of heir to the throne.

The Prince of Cumberland is the obstacle standing in his way. He will either stumble on this, or else rise above it in order to succeed. 

5. Lady Macbeth “O never shall sun that morrow see.

Your face, my Thane, is a book where men may read strange matters.

Lady Macbeth speaks to Macbeth about Duncan’s impending murder:


May Duncan never see the light of day. Your face, Macbeth, is like an open book. In order to hide our intentions, you must put on a welcoming face to suit the celebration we’re having in Duncan’s honor.

